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With self-control and study, he might mount.    It
was a speech of great promise . * ."

II

The maiden speaker, though Disraeli was apt to
be impressed by the younger sons of dukes, was
not unworthy of his praise. Just twenty-five and
newly married, Lord Randolph Churchill was above
the average of youthful noblemen. It would be
flattery to suggest that in the century or so which
had elapsed since the eclipse of the great Duke of
Marlborough the nation's annals had been apprtci~
ably enriched by the house of Churchill. (A similar,
and even more prolonged, hiatus could be observed
among the Cecils between their Elizabethan flowering
and a late revival only recently effected by Lord Salis-
bury, the most intelligent of Disraeli's colleagues*)
But Lord Randolph seemed capable of varying the
uneventful chronicles of Blenheim Palace. A younger
son, he startled his contemporaries at a preparatory
school by his vehemence in declamation and ** a
distinct, if indefinite, sense of vigour, fluency, master-
fulness and good-nature/* These were accompanied
by ** a determined bull-dog type of face/* which was
remembered at Eton for occasional conflicts with
discipline and a slight intemperance of dtess, Oxford
brought him nearer to his home; and the Blenheim
Harriers competed seriously with the Schools for his
attention. But though his studies were a trifle
intermittent, he was not averse from reading on Jus